
 

 

The late Richard Rhys, 9thh Lord Dynevor, was an active member of our Society, serving as a Council 

member and Vice-president.  Of even greater significance was his contribution to the cultural life of 

Wales. In the 1950s he established the Merlin Theatre Group, a repertory company that travelled 

Wales. It put on plays by Saunders Lewis and Gwyn Thomas as well as giving a young Anthony 

Hopkins his first theatrical break.  

 In the 1960s, on inheriting the title and estate he sought to turn Newton House into a first 

class Arts centre at which luminaries such as Sir Geraint Evans, John Ogden and Johnny Dankworth 

performed while an exhibition of work by Ernest Zobole was displayed in the house. While this did 

not achieve the long term success it deserved and the house and estate were eventually sold, 

Richard turned his attention to publishing, and his Black Raven Press put out such significant works 

as The Taliesin Tradition by Emyr Humphreys, Gwyn Alf Williams’ When Was Wales? and The Son of 

Prophecy: Henry Tudor’s Road to Bosworth by society member and benefactor the late David Rees.   

 In addition to the above, Richard had a deep interest in cinema which led to his producing a 

short film directed by his lifelong friend Emyr Humphreys. The subject was the R.S Thomas poem 

‘The Airy Tomb’ and was shot in the Cambrian mountains and on the Dynevor estate. Filmed in black 

and white, and now nearly 60 years old, it is a remarkable film which  still remains powerful and 

moving today. We are grateful to his daughter, the artist Sarah Rhys who drew my attention to the 

release of the film on the website of the British Film Institute and is available for viewing free. It is a 

tangible reminder of the life of a man who the late Welsh historian Dr John Davies described as ‘the 

most interesting’ of all the Lords Dynevor.   

                        Roy Davies 

Web Link: https://player.bfi.org.uk/free/film/watch-the-airy-tomb-1963-online 

https://player.bfi.org.uk/free/film/watch-the-airy-tomb-1963-online

