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If you know of anyone who may be interested in joining the Society, or is a member who does
not receive this newssheet, please invite them to contact our Membership Secretary: Mary
Thorley, via Carmantiquarians@gmail.com

PROGRAMME:
13 November at 2.00 p.m.:The Society’s Annual Conference on this date at the University of Trinity St David
has been postponed and we look forward instead to an afternoon at the Bishop’s Park, Abergwili, led by Louise
Austin, manager of the Tywi Gateway restoration project there, who will guide us round the site developments..

11th December, 12.30 for 1 p.m. The annual CAS Christmas lunch will be held at The Plough Hotel,
Rhosmaen, Llandeilo on the 11 th December 2021 at 12.30. As is customary, the speaker at the lunch
will be the Society's President, Mr. Tom Lloyd. A menu cn be downloaded below for your information
and the cost will be £21 for two courses and £26 for three. If you wish to attend this event please fill
in the booking form on the website and return by post to the address below, with your payment,
by November 6th as the hotel requires numbers and menu choices at least 4 weeks in advance of
the event. We do hope you will be able to join us at what should prove to be a very enjoyable
afternoon. Yours sincerely, Eurig Davies (Chairman)
NEWS UPDATE:

Pendine Chapel: Their display panel plan is with the designer and includes a HistoryPoints QR which
can be linked to other sites on the Carmarthenshire Enlightenment tour if our bid is successful.

Laugharne Blue Plaques: Have at long last been mounted and unveiled by the Portreeve. They will
shortly be joined by a display panel to tell more of their story and, hopefully, then can be linked to the
other places on the Carmarthenshire Enlightenment tour via QR plaques.

Llandovery Museum: Opened specially for the afternoon of our meeting on October 16th. It is a wellfurbished small museum, telling the stories of Llandovery’s history, including Vicar Prichard and
Williams, Pantycelyn and the Black Ox Bank and Drovers, among other stories, plus a section for
Dyfed Family History and well-stocked publications shelves. Well worth a visit, with free entry, it
reopens next spring.
REPORTS:

Whitland Abbey, 24/25th September:
We joined the two-day festival with a
stall about the Society and enrolled
three new members and sold some of
our publications. Assuming other events
will resume post-pandemic it could be
worth putting a permanent kit together,
including more information about the
Society, ready to take to them.

16th October at the William
Williams Memorial Chapel in
Llandovery: Professor
Emeritus Wyn James’
illustrated talk was entitled
‘The Nine Mile Circuit: C18
hymn writers of the Llandovery
area’. Whilst hymn singing
became widespread in the
latter half of the C19 they drew
heavily from the 3000 or so
hymns created in the C18 and
they, too, often drew much
from the poetry of Vicar
Prichard, shared widely by Stephen Hughes even earlier - in the C17. The greatest of the hymn
writers was William Williams, Pantycelyn, but Morgan Rhys also of the Llandovery area published
almost 200; Dafydd Jones, a drover, of Caeo, produced 800 or so. Other names include Thomas
Lewis and David Charles. Between them they helped place Carmarthenshire as the source of
religious movements that permeated the whole of Wales. Many of the hymns, though, are sung by
Christians throughout the World – around one third of the World’s population. The complete talk will
be put on our website.

